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Course Obijectives

Thiscourse dealswith the history of the United Statesfrom the end of Reconstruction
to the present. Proceeding moreor lessin chronological order, you will take up such
topicsasindustrialization, Populist and Progressivereform, the 1920s, the Great
Depression, theNew Deal, thetwo World Wars, the Cold War, and recent events.
Obvioudly, inacourseso broad in scope, it isnearly impossibleto study any of these
important eventsin much detail. The course servesasan introductionto American
history since Reconstruction. History H105 isnot aprerequisitefor thiscourse, but
some of itsthemes carry over into H106.

The course objectivesaretwofold: first, tointroduce the central themesin American
history since Reconstruction, and secondly, to introduce you to thewayshistorians
havetreated these events. High school coursesmay have influenced youto think of
history assmply factsto memorize: names, dates, and often unrelated events.

But history isnot one-dimensional. Thesefacts, the proverbia nutsand bolts, are of
courseimportant; together they comprise history’ sskeleton. More significant, however,
ishow historiansview thesefacts. By dealing with the causes, characteristics, and
consequencesof events, historianscanfill out the skeleton, thus bringing meaning to
history. You should be aware, then, that very oftentwo historiansmay arriveat differ-
ent and sometimes opposite conclusions about the same set of facts. Theremay beno
right or wrong interpretation of anissue. Inlearning how historiansdeal with various
events, | hopeyou’ [| makeyour own informed judgments about theimportant histori-
cal issues.



Sincethisisan independent study course, you aretotally responsiblefor completing
thework. How much you get out of the coursewill depend on how diligently you
apply yourself toit. In order to get the most out of it—and, of course, earn agood
grade—you must completeall the assigned work. You should read the material care-
fully and do each lesson in order. Don't rush through the material, but work steadily.
You might want to establish aweekly routinefor doing thelessons, athough thisis
entirely up to you. For additional study hints, be sureto read pagesi-iv inthislearning
guide.

Required Textbooks

Kennedy, David, Cohen, Lizabeth, and Bailey, Thomas. The American Pageant, \Vol.
I1: Since 1865. 12 ed. New York: Houghton Mifflin, 2002.
ISBN 0-618-10354-6

Thistextbook isone of the best available. It isorganized by chapter, topic, and sub-
topictofacilitatethe reading. In addition to the numerous maps, charts, illustrations,
and appendices, there are three special features. Each chapter contains contemporary
sources, material written during thetime being studied. Be sureto read carefully the
sectionsentitled“ Varying Viewpoints.” They provide an excellent sampling of how
historians haveinterpreted the significant i ssues. Read too the specid feature“ Makers
of America,” which highlights some of the ethnic groupsthat have contributed to the
greatnessof the nation. Numerous col or plates depi ct the devel opment of American art
from 1865 to the present.

You will read and review two booksin addition to the textbook. These book reviews
areyour only written assignmentsfor lessons4 and 8. The books offer adeeper
understanding of important aspects of the course, enabling youto confront historical
interpretation firsthand. I’ swiseto jot down the authors most important pointsasyou
read these books. Be sureto read “ Guideto Writing Book Reviews” inthisintroduc-
tion before you begin writing your reviews.

You'll find excellent bibliographiesat the end of each textbook chapter. These sug-
gested readingsarethe best inthefield, so you might want to consider somefor
referenceor futurereading.

Written Assignments

Lessons 1-3, 67, and 9 contain several questionsto answer asyour written assign-
ment. Please be sureyou answer and submit all the required work to the Independent
Studies Program office—hereafter referred to asthe | SPoffice. Lessons5and 10 are
study tipsfor themidterm and final exams.



Examinations

Therearetwo exams. Each oneconsistsof:

1 fiveidentification questions: mini-essaysof no morethan 100 words each; and

I twolongessay questions.

Sampl esof these exams appear in Lessons5 and 10. Each exam takestwo hours. The
final exam coversonly the material read sincethe midterm. Inthe examsyou may not
usetextbooks, study notes, your learning guide, graded lessons, or any other
supplementary materials.

Near theend of lessons 14 and 6-9 arelists of study questions. These questionsare
for your own benefit in studying for the exams.

Pleasedo NOT submit any of your answer stothel SP officeor toyour instruc-
tor.

Any of these study questions could appear on the midterm or final exams. Soasyou
completetheselessons, it’swiseto outline your answersto all the study questions.
These outlineanswerswill then aid you in studying for theexams.

Grading Procedures

Your performanceisevauated roughly according to thisscheme.

twoexams = 50 percent
eight lessons = 50 percent

Your final gradeisbased on thisscheme.

the average of lessons 1-4 = 25 percent
the average of lessons 69 = 25 percent

the midterm exam = 25 percent
thefinal exam =25 percent

To comply with the | SP' sacademic policies, your exam gradesmust aver ageat
least a D—for youto passthiscourse. Evenif your written assignmentsare excellent,
youwill not passunlessyou fulfill thisrequirement.



A Guide to Writing Book Reviews

Please don’t confuse abook review with abook report, which you may havewrittenin
high school. Inabook report you rel ate the contents of the book, telling the story. Ina
book review you assumethereader hasthe book and canread it, dotellingthestory is
unnecessary. A book review dealswith theauthor’sthesis, or point of view, and the
way he/she presentsit. Your review assessesthebook’svalue. Thesetipsmay help
you write effective book reviews.

1. Reviewsshould be about 500 words, double-spaced if typewritten, every other
lineif writteninlonghand.

2. Reviewsmay havethefollowing organization: brief introduction of the author,
body of thereview, assessment of style, conclusion.

3. Introduction of theauthor: ashort biographical sketch of the author, concentrating
on such professional background as education, degrees achieved, previous publi-
cations, awards, and current and past jobs. Theaimistorelatetheauthor’s
general areaof expertise, to judge his’her qualificationsto present thisstudy.
Information about the author isin Who's Who in America, the Directory of
American Scholars, or the Dictionary of American Biography, all intherefer-
ence section of most libraries.

Anextensiveonlineresourceis:

http://infotrac.galenet.com/menu

If you find no such information, omit thissection.

4. Body of thereview: discussthe book’scentral themes. Tell what thebook is
about—without telling the entire story. What isthe author’ sthesis, what ishe/she
arguing? How strong are these arguments? Do you agreewith them?If so, why; if
not, why not? How well isthe book researched, on what doesthe author base his/
her arguments?1f you quote from the book to support your points, do so spar-
ingly. Do use any knowledge you have about the book’ s subject.

5. Style: inthe concluding paragraph discussthe author’sstyle. How well doesthe
author treat facts, thoughts, ideas? Did you enjoy reading the book? If so, why; if
not, why not? Be specific; avoid such generalizationsas“ readslikeanovel,” or
“thebest book I’ veread.” How useful isthe book?Whom doesit address—, for
instance genera readers, college students, history scholars?

6. It'swisetoread someexamplesof good book reviewsbeforeyou beginwriting
yours. See The New York Times, the Journal of American History, or the Ameri-
can Historical Review, all availablein most libraries.



7. Prepareyour reviewscarefully. Proofread before submitting them, making sure
you correct any spelling or grammar errorsor typos.

Plagiarism

ThelndianaUniversity’s Code of Sudent Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct (Art.
111, 8A.3) states, “ A student must not adopt or reproduce ideas, words, or statements of
another person without an appropriate acknowledgment. A student must give due
credittotheoriginality of othersand acknowledge an indebtednesswhenever heor she
doany of thefollowing:

a quotesanother person’sactua words, either oral or written;
b. paraphrasesancther person’swords, either ora or written;
C. usesanother person’sidea, opinion, or theory; or

d. borrowsfacts, statistics, or other illustrative material, unlesstheinformationis
common knowledge.”

Contacting Your Instructor

With each lesson you arerequired to submit an assignment cover sheet. Every assign-
ment cover sheet hasaspacefor your questionsand comments; pleasefeel freetouse
thisspace. If problems arise between assignments, you may writeto your instructor at
the | SPoffice. Many instructors use e-mail with students. Please check theinformation
bookl et you received with your initia enrollment materialsfor the completelisting of
instructorswith e-mail addresses. You may also reach most instructors by calling our
toll-freenumber.

Pleaserefer to the contact information on the back cover of thislearning guidefor
addresses and tel ephone numbers.



